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B R I B G NORTH. 


BORO  UGH  OP 


College  House, 
Bridgnorth . 

November  1962. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 

Bridgnorth  Corporation. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  privilege  to' present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ended  31st  December  1961 

As  in  previous  years  the  Sections  on  Sanitary  Circumstances, 
Housing  and  Pood  Inspection  have  been  largely  contributed  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors.  Their  assistance  in  this  connection  is 
again  gratefully  acknowledged . 


A brief  mention  of  the  main  points  detailed  in  the  pages 
to  follow  may  be  helpful  by  v/ay  of  introduction. 

(1)  The  most  notable  of  the  year's  statisticsis  probably  the 
population  estimate,  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar  - General. 

This  represents  an  increase  of  810  on  the  corresponding  estimate 
for  I960. 

The  other  health  Statistics  are  quite  satisfactory.  The 
Birth  Rate  is  higher  than  the  average  for  the  country  in  general; 
the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  well  below  the  average;  the  Death 
Rate  is  virtually  the  same  as  the  national  average. 

(2)  The  town  again  remained  remarkably  free  from  the  notifiable 
infectious  diseases,  apart  from  Measles,  which  was  prevalent  among 
the  child  population  during  the  second  and  third  quarters  of  the 
year. 

(3)  A satisfactory  solution  to  the  tv/o  long-standing  problems 
at  the  sewage  disposal  works  was  finally  reached , as  a result  of 
experimental  improvements  to  the  drainage  of  the  sludge-beds. 

The  sludge  now  dries  out  satisfactorily,  and  the  final 
effluent  conforms  to  accepted  standards. 

(4)  The  need  for  additional  sewerage  facilities  to  cater 
for  the  continuing  grov/th  of  the  town,  and  to  serve  Danesford 
and  Quatford  received  much  consideration  throughout  the  year. 
Consulting  Engineers  were  engaged,  to  prepare  a suitable 
scheme  serving  Danesford  Quatford  and  Low  Town,  and  the  matter 
was  still  under  discussion  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


(5)  Excellent  progress  was  made  with  Housing.  60  Council 
dwellings  and  126  private  houses  were  completed,  and  a further 
30  private  houses  were  in  course  of  construction  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Further  development  of  the  Sydney  Cottage  Estate  towards  the 
Shrewsbury  Road  was  plarjied.  The  inclusion  in  this  echeme  of 
10  houses  for  direct  sale  to  the  public  represented  an  innovation 
in  Council  policy. 

Further  accommodation  for  the  old  people  of  the  town  became 
available  v/j.th  the  completion  of  alterations  to  21,  East 


Cast]  e SL'reet.  1 suitable  s 


or  a 


!ond  g.'’0Jped  d-vvc-/i  lings 


scheme  had  not  been  decided  on  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


With  the  appointment  of  Mr.  A.G.  Yfilliams  as  Additional 
Public  Health  Inspector  in  October  1961,  the  Council  v/as  then 
in  a position  to  discharge  its  statutory  obligations  as  a Local 
Sanitary  Authority.  Prior  to  that  it  v/as  unable  to  do  so  satis- 
factorily. 

A start  was  immediately  made  on  a comprehensive  inspection  of 
all  the  food  premises  in  the  tov/n  - a duty  which  had  had  perforce, 
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to  "be  sadly  neglected  in  previous  years. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation 
to  all  those  who  have,  assisted  in  the  preparation  of  this 
report,  and  in  particular  to  Mr.  Y/l  L.  Booy,  Mr.  A.G.  Y/illiams, 
and  Miss  A.  Gray  our  Clerical  Assistant.  Their  willing  co- 
operation and  help  in  all  matters  throughout  the  year, is 
also  gratefully  acknowledged. 

I have  the  honour  to  be , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


MARGARET  H.  E.  TUREBULL 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1 


SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Borough  in  acres  - 2,645 
Estimated  Population  (mid~1961)  - -7,510 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  - 2,637 
Rateable  Value  of  Borough  (at  31.12.61)  - £102,705 
Estimated  Product  of  Id  Rate  (at  31.12.61)  - £4-00 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


1.  POPULATION 

The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  '^f 
the  Borougpb.  at  mid-1961  was  6,700  - an  increase  of  810  on 
the  corresponding  figure  for  I960. 

The  natural  increase  in  population  for  the  year  was 
53  (i.e.  the  difference  between  the  number  of  live  births 
and.  the  number  of  deaths)  . 

Estimated  Mid-Year  Population:  1950--1961 


• Year 

1- 

Population 

Natural  Increase  j 

of  Population  I 

1950  ■ 

6,160 

i 

i 

34  1 

1951 

6,158 

3 1 

1952 

6,045 

18  ! 

1953 

6,153 

29  ! 

1954 

6,270 

61  1 

1955 

6,320 

21 

1956 

6,330 

27  I 

1957 

6,430 

43  1 

1 1958 

6,460 

54  1 

1959 

6,540 

37  1 

I I960 

6 , 700 

55  i 

i 1961 

7,510 

53  i 

2.  BIRTHS 

(a)  Live  Births 

There  were  153  live  births  in  the  Borongh  during  1961, 

9 more  than  in  the  previous  year.  Of  this  total,  4 were 
illegitimate  (2.6^) 

The  Birth-Rate  for  the  year( standardised  for  comparison 
with  the  corresponding  Rate  for  other  areas)  was  19.3  per 
1000  of  the  population.  This  compares  favourably  with  the 
national  average  of  17.4  live  births  per  1000  of  population. 
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Live  Births  1961 


^ 

1 I Legitimate 

i 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Live  Births 

j ’ 

1 Male  76 

2 

78 

1 Female  i 73 

2 

75 

Total  ; 149 

4 

153 

. .1 

Rate  per  1000 f 19.8 

0.5 

20.4  1 

of  population]  i 

1 

' - ‘ 

1 

j 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  20,4 
Standardised  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population  19»3 
Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,  1961  17.4 


Live  Births  1990  - 1961 


Year 

No.  of  live 
Births 

No.  of  illegit- 
imate live  births 

■ ■ ■ — T 

Standardised 
birth-rate  per 
1,000  of  popl. 

1950 

127 

6 

21.7 

1951 

102 

4 

17.1 

1952 

117 

5 

20.0  i 

1953 

105 

7 

17.8  1 

1954 

128 

8 

20.4  i 

1955 

116 

4 

18.4 

1956 

103 

3 

16.3  i 

1957 

108 

4 

16.8  1 

1958 

124 

4 

19.2  1 

1959 

124 

3 

19.0 

I960 

144 

7 

21.5 

1961 

153 

4 

> 19.3 

' 

(h)  Still  Births. 


There  were  4 still-births  during  the  year,  the  same 
number  as  in  I960.  . - ■ - 

The  Still-Birth  Rate  was  therefore  25 . 5 .per _ 1000  total 
births  (i.e.  live  and  still-births  combined),  which  is  higher 
than  the  average  for  the  country  in  general,  and  a little 
lower  than  the  Figure  for  I960.  Fairly  wide  annual 
fluctuations  are  liable  to  occur  in  this  Rate  where  small 
numbers  are  involved,  as  in  this  area. 
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Still  Births.  1961 

Male  - 2 
Female  - 2 
Total  - 4 


Still  Sirth  Rate  per  1000  total  births  - 25.5 
Still  Birth  Rate,  England  & Wales f 1961  - 18,7 


S t ill  Births  1950  - 1961 


[ Year 

! 

No.  of  Live 
births 

No.  of  still 
births 

Still  Birth  Rate  | 
per  1,000  total  ! 
births  1 

1 

1950 

127 

6 

45.1 

1951 

102 

4 

37.7 

1.952 

117 

0 

0 

1953 

105 

0 

0 

1954 

128 

6 

44.8 

1955 

116 

2 

16.9 

1956 

103 

2 

19.0 

1957 

108 

6 

52.6 

1958 

124  • 

1 

8.0 

1959 

124 

3 

23.6 

I960 

144 

4 

27.0 

1961 

153 

4 

25.5 

3.  DEATHS 

100  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  died  during 
1961,  11  more  than  in  I960. 

The  various  causes  of  death  are  detailed  in  the 
Annual  Return  of  the  Registrar-General  v/hich  appears 
overleaf.  Conditions  affeo'^ing  the  Heart  and  Circulatory- 
System  a|R£fi)^ra§‘^gr8Stest  number  of  the  deaths  (44.0?^  of 
the  total) , and  Malignant  Disease  was  responsible  for 
16.0?^.  Of  the  16  deaths  from  Malignant  disease,  5 v/ere 
due  to  cancer  of  "the  lung  or  bronchus. 

The  Standardised  Death-Rate  for  the  year  was  12.1 
per  1000  of  the  population  v/hich  is  virtually  the  same 
as  the  average  for  the  country  as  a whole . 


Deaths  1961 


Male  - 52 
Female  - 48 
Total  - 100 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Standardised  Deat  Rate  per 
Death  Rate  for  England  and 


of  population  - 13.3 
1,000  of  population  - 12.1 
Wales,  1961  - 12.0 
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Deaths  1930/1961 


Year 

ilOe  of  Deaths 

Standardised  Death  Rate 
per  1,000  of  population. 

1950 

93 

12.8 

1951 

99 

13.4 

1952 

101 

13.8 

1953 

76 

10,4 

1954 

67 

8.9 

1955 

95 

12.5 

1956 

76 

9.7 

1957 

65 

7.7 

1958 

90 

11.0 

1959 

87 

10.8 

I960 

89 

11.2 

1961 

100 

12.1 

CAUSES  OP  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1961 


Male  Eemale 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  V/ho oping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
10 e Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 


11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  4 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  3 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  1 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  9 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  10 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .1 

20.  Other  heart  disease  8 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22 . Influenza 

23 . Pneumonia  6 

24.  Bronchitis  2 


25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasis  of  prostate  1 

30.  Preg  nancy,  childbirth,  abortion  - 

31.  Congenital  malformations  1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  4 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  2 

34.  All  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


2 

1 

1 

4 
1 

10 

1 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 


1 


10 

1 

4 


Total 


2 

5 

1 

7 

1 

1 

19 

10 

2 

13 

2 

9 

3 

1 


1 

1 

1 

14 

3 

4 


52 


48 


100 
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4 . INFANT  MORTALITY 

Two  infants  under  the  age  of  12  months  died  during 
1961,  one  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  One  death 
occurred  during  the  first  week  of  life,  the  other  during 
the  first  month. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  year  was  13.1  per 
1000  live  hirths  which  is  well  below  the  average  for  the 
country  as  a whole  (21.4) 

Dea.ths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  1961 


Legitimate 

Illegitmate 

Total 

Male 

0 

0 

C 

Female 

2 

0 

2 

Total 

2 

0 

2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  lives  births  - 13.1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate,  Englcond  & Vfales,  1961  - 21,4 

*Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - 6.5 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate,  England  & V/ales,  1961  - 15.5 

* Refers  to  deaths  during  the  first  month  of  life. 


Infant  M ortality  1950-61 


t . 

Year 

No.  of  live 
births 

No.  of  infant 
deaths 

Infant  Mort- 
ality'' rate 
per  1,000 
live  births 

i 

I.M.R.  I 

for  j 

E & W i 

} 

1950 

127 

5 

39.4 

1951 

102 

0 

0 

29.6 

1952 

117 

4 

34.2 

27.6 

1953 

105 

3 

28.6 

26.8 

’ 1954 

128 

3 

23.4 

25o5 

1955 

116 

2 

17.2 

24.9 

1956 

103 

1 

9.7 

23.8 

1957 

108 

1 

9.3 

23.0 

1958 

124 

0 

Nil 

22o5 

1959 

124 

3 

24.2 

22o0 

I960 

144 

3 

20.8 

21.7 

1961 

i 

153 

1 

1 

2 

13.1 

21,4 

5 . &!f.T£RlLiL  MORTALITY 

There  were  again  no  deaths  associated  with  pregnancy  or 
childbirth  during  I960,  None  have  occurred  during  the  twelve 
years  for  which  records  are  available. 
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SECTIQIT  B 

GEmRAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


No  material  changes  in  the  Health  Services  in  the  area 
took  place  during  1961.  Much  that  appears  in  this  Section  has 
therefore  "been  recorded  in  previous  Annual  Reports,  hut  is 
included  for  the  sake  of  completeness. 

A.  HOSPITAL  AND  SPECIALIST  SERVICES 


The  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  in  the  district 
are  administered  hy  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board , through 
its  Hospital  Management  Committees. 

In-patient  and  Out-patient  facilities  are  available  at 
Bridgnorth  and  South  Shropshire  Infirmary,  and  at  the  various 
general  hospitals  in  V/olverhampton,  Shrewsbury  and  Kiddenninstei 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  requiring  hospital  treat- 
ment are  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  V/olverhampton , 
or  to  Copthorne  Hospital,  Shrewsbury. 

Since  the  closure  of  Shirlett  Sanatorium  in  March  1961, 
patients  with  Tuberculosis  have  been  treated  at  Copthorne 
Hospital,  Cross  Houses  Hospital  or  Prestwood  Sanatorium. 

The  elderly  chronic  sick  are  generally  addmitted  to 
New  Cross  Hospital,  V/olverhampton , or  to  Park  Street  Hospital, 
Shifnal.  V/aiting-lists  for  chronic  sick  beds  are  unfortunately 
very  long. 

B.  GENERAL  MEDICAL,  DENTAL,  PHARMACEUTICAL,  AND  SUPPLEMENTARY 

Opthalmic  services 


These  services  are  administered  by  the  Salop  Executive 
Council,  Abbey  Eoregate,  Shrewsbury. 

C.  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 


Maternal  and  Child  Welfare . 

Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Health  Visiting 
Home  Nursing 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Ambulance  Services. 

Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

As  Local  Health  Authority  for  the  area,  Salop  County 
Council  is  responsible  for  the  above  services. 

(a)  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare 


(i)  Welfare  Centre,  Northgate. 

Mondays  1.30  - 4.30  p.m. 

(ii)  St.  James  Hall,  The  Grove 

4th  Thursdays  1,30  - 4.30  p.m. 

Attendances  of  infants  and  toddlers  at  the  Northgate 
Clinic  continued  to  be  very  satisfactory,  and  were  higher 
than  in  I960.  514  children  under  the  age  of  5 years  attended 

during  the  year,  the  total  number  of  attendances  being  3779. 
(3395  in  I960). 


7. 

Attendances  at  the  Grove  Clinic  were  better  than  in 
I960.  69  children  under  the  age  of  5 were  on  the  Register 

by  the  end  of  the  year. (53  in  I960)  and  273  attendances 
were  recorded  (254  in  I960) 

(b)  Welfare  Roods. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  arrangements  for 
the  sale  of  Welfare  Poods.  These  are  available  at  the  two 
clinics  during  clinic  hours,  at  Low  Town  Post  Office  during 
business  hours,  and  at  37  West  Castle  Street  during 
business  hours.  ^ . ..  

(c)  Domiciliary  Midwifery,  Health  Visiting, 

Home  Nursing. 

There  are  three  District-Nurse  Midwiyes  resident 
in  the  Borough. 

One  Health  Visitor  undertakes  all  the  Health 
Visiting  and  School  Nursing  duties. 

(d)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 


Under  the  County  Council's  scheme,  Vaocination 
against  Smstll-Pox  and  Immunisation  against  Whooping-Cough, 

Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis  may  be  carried  out 
by  arrangement  with  a general  practitioner,  or  at  any  Child 
V/elfare  Centre  by  appointment. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis . 

At  the  commencement  of  1961,  all  those  up  to  the  age  of 
40  years  were  eligible  for  vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  by 
three  injections  of  Salk  vaccine.  Regular  day ’vaccination 
sessions  for  infants  and  toddlers,  and  evening' sessions  for 
adults  continued  to  be  held  at  clinics  for  this  purpose.  Vaccination 
was  also  undertaken  by  family  doctors. 

In  April,  the  Ministry  of  Health  recommended  that  a 
4th,  reinforcing,  injection  should  be  made  available  to  children 
between  the  ages  of  5 and  12  years,  if  possible  before  the 
summer  season.  Arrangements  were  accordingly  made  for  school 
Medical  Officers  in  the  County  to  visit  all  their  schools  for 
this  purpose  during  the  summer  term. 

In  October,  the  Ministry  adopted  the  recommendations 
of  the  Cohen  Committee,  and  announced  that  the  oral  (Sabin) 
vaccine  vrauld  shortly  be  made  available  to  Local  Health  Authorities 
for  the  routine  Vaccination  of  those  up  to  the  age  of  40  years. 

Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis. 

Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  is  offered  each  year 
to  all  children  aged  11  - 13  years  who  are'  found  by  preliminary 
testing  to  require  this  protection.  Only  very  few  parents  refuse 
their  consent  for  this  procedure,  which  is  carried  out  at  the 
schools . 

(e) , Ambulance  Services 


There  were  no  changes  in  the  Ambulance  arrangements 
during  the  year.  The  Central  Ambulance  Depot  for  the  County 
is  in  Shrewsbury  (Tel.  No,  Shresbury  6331)  and  all  calls  for 
ambulances  are  dealt  with  centrally. 

Two  ambulances  and  a car  for  sitting  cases  are  stationed 
in  Bridgnorth. 


8. 

( f ) Domestic  Help  Services 


The  Domestic  Help  Office  at  Bridgnorth  Welfare 
Centre  is  open  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  from  2.15 
till  4.50  p.m.  (Phone  No.  Bridgnorth  5078). 
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9. 

SECTJOK  _0. 


This,  and  the  following  two  Section  are  contributed 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  v/ho  report  as  follows 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supplies . 

Water  is  supplied  to  this  district  by  the  Wolverharapton 
Corporation  Vv^ater  Undertaking.  Samples  taken  during  the  year, 
both  by  officers  of  the  Undertaking  and  by  Officers  of  the 
Salop  County  Council,  testify  to  its  satisfactory  standards 
both  chemically  and  bacteriologically . 

Certain  complaints  of  poor  pressure  were  received  from 
residents  living  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  town,  and  at  times 
their  supply  was  indeed  reduced  to  a trickle.  It  is  hoped  that 
a new  trunk  main,  sheduled  to  be  constricted  next  year,  will 
alleviate  this. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal . 

The  two  outstanding  problems  at  the  sewage  works,  bad  effluent 
sample  results  and  the  inability  of  the  sludge  beds  to  secure 
adequate  drying  of  the  sludge,  were  satisfactorily  solved  during 
the  year. 

These  problems  were  of  course,  complementary.  The  lack  of 
sludge  drying  space  resulted  in  the  settlement  and  humus  tanks 
being  allowed  to  go  for  long  and  irregular  periods  betv\^een 
desludging  operation  and  this  resulted  in  a poor  effluent.  It 
was  briefly  mentioned  in  last  year's  report  that  experiments 
were  being  undertaken  to  improve  sludge  drying  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  layers  of  stone  and  clinker  over  the  concrete  base  of 
each  bed.  The  results  of  this  experiment  exceeded  all  expectat- 
ions. By  the  end  of  the  year  at  least  three  of  the  beds  were 
always  empty  and  desludging  was  being  carried  out  at  ten  day 
intervals . 

Following  the  above  actions  the  standard  of  the  effluent 
improved  as  a matter  of  course,  and  several  samples  taken  during 
the  year  proved  to  be  of  a standard  conforming  to  that  laid  down 
by  the  Royal  Commission. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  controlled  tipping,  the 
tip  being  situated  at  the  Old  V/orcester  Road.  Abundant  supplies 
of  covering  material  are  available,  enabling  the  tip  to  be 
operated  without  nuisance. 


Pest  Control. 

The  Borough  shares  the  services  of  a Rodent  Operative  with 
Wenlock  Corporation,  one  third  of  this  employee's  time  being 
spent  in  Bridgnorth. 


The  majority  of  contracts  for  pest  control  were  renewed 
during  the  year,  and  the  services  continued  to  work  satisfactorily. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. 

By  the  provisions  of  Part  1 of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 
the  Council  is  responsible  for  ensuring  the  adequacy  and  suit- 
ability of  sanitary  conveniences  in  all  factories  within  the 
Borough,  and  in  those  factories  in  which  mechanical  pov/er  is 
not  used,  is  also  responsible  for  inspecting  the  premises  to 
ensure  that  working  conditions  are  satisfactory. 

Part  Vlll  of  the  Act  also  give  the  Council  "the  responsibility 
for  ensuring  that  premises  in  which  any  persons  are  employed 
as  outworkers  are  not  injurious  or  dangerous  to  health. 

Details  of  factory  inspections  made  during  the  year  are 
given  separately  at  the  end  of  the  Report. 
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SECTION  D 


HQUSINC 


Number 

of 

inhabited  houses 

2,637 

i< 

Council  ov/ned  Houses 

711 

n 

u 

houses  completed  in  1961 

186 

(a)  Council  - 60 

(b)  Private  -126 


" houses  under  construction  31/12/61  30 

(a)  Council  - 0 

(h)  Private  - 30 

1 

" applications  for  Improvement  G-rants,  1961  14 

" " " Improvement  Grants  approved  13 


Sixty  additional  units  of  accommodation  were  completed 
on  the  Sydney  Cottage  Estate  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

These  include  two,  three-storey,  blocks  of  flats  each  providing 
three,  one-bedroomed  flats six  "bed-sitters"  and  'six,  two- 
bedroomed,  maisonettes.  The  other  thirty  units  comprised  six 
two-bedroomed , and  tv/enty  four  three-bedroomed , houses. 

Private  building  also  continued  at  a satisfactory  rate  and 
we  envisage  this  happy  state  of  affairs  continuing  for  some 
years  to  come.  Planning  approval  has  already  been  granted  for 
a further  113  houses  to  be  contructed  next  year. 

Housing  For  Elderly  People . 

1,  W.V.S.  Scheme, 

The  conversion  of  21  East  Castle  Street  into  self- 
contained  flatlets  for  elderly  ladies  was  completed  in  the 
early  months  of  the  year,  and  the  premises  were  officially 
opened  by  Lady  Hillingdon  on  4th  July  1961. 

The  house  provides  accominodation  for  10  elderly  ladies 
plus  a resident  warden.  This  project  was  sponsored  and  is 
administered  by  the  W.V.S.  Housing  Association,  and  local 
members  of  the  V/*V.S.  visit  regularly  to  collect  rents  and 
give  any  necessary  help  and  advice  to  the  tenants. 

2.  Grouped  Dwellings. 

The  provision  of  a further  grouped  dwelling  scheme  for 
old  people,  similar  to  that  on  the  Sydney  Cottage  Estate,  had 
been  approvedin  principle  by  the  Council  towards  the  end  of  I960. 

Although  the  matter  received  due  consideration  during 
1961,  and  preliminary  enquiries  were  made  about  possible  sites 
both  in  Low  Town  and  High  Town,  no  particular  site  had  been 
earmarked  for  the  purpose  by  the  close  of  the  year. 

Future  Housing  Programme . 

Throughout  the  year  a great  deal  of  consideration  v\^as 
given  to  planning  the  second  phase  of  development  of  the  Sydney 
Cottage  Estate  extension. 

The  inclusion  of  a number  of  houses  for  sale  is.  the 
scheme  represented  an  interesting  innovation  in  Council  policy. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  finally  decided  that 
the  housing  programme  ior  the  immediate  future  should 
consist  of  a hlook  of  12  two-bedroomed  houses  for  letting, 
together  with  a pilot  scheme  of  10  houses  for  sale. 

Slum  Clearance . 

Quite  good  progress  was  made  in  the  slum  clearance 
programme  during  the  year. 

The  Council’s  Riverside  Compulsory  Purchase  Order 
I960,  and  the  Priar  Street  Clearance  Order,  I960  were 
confirmed  by  the  Minister  in  the  early  summer,  and  became 
operative  on  31st  July  1961.  Both  had  been  the  subject 
of  a Public  Enquiry  held  on  7th  December  I960. 

The  Minister's  decision  on  the  Chequers  Yard  Clearanc 
Order,  I960  was  deferred,  as  he  was  not  satisfied  that  the 
properties  should  be  demolished  if  it  was  practicable  for 
them  to  be  made  fit.  The  owners'  subsequent  proposals 
for  repairs  and  improvements  were  satisfactory  to  the 
Council,  and  this  Clearance  Order  was  accordingly  not 
confirmed . 

Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

Action  taken  in  1961  to  deal  with  unfit  houses 

(x)  Number  of  houses  demolished  19 

(2)  Number  of  houses  closed  under 
Sections  16(4),  17(1)  and  35(1) 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1997.  5 

(3)  Number  of  unfit  houses  made  fit 

and  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied . 

(a)  after  informal  action  by 

Local  Authority.  19 

(b)  after  formal  notice  under 

Public  Health  Acts.  0 
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SECT I ON °E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OE  FOOD, 

RIEAT  INSPECTION . 


The  table  below  gives  details  of  the  animals  slaughtered 
f©r  human  consumption  in  the  town  during  the  year. 


jCattle 

— 

Sheep 

exclud- 

Cows 

Calves 

'k 

Pigs 

Horses 

1 

ing  Cows 

t 

Lambs 

Number  killed 

117 

0 

4 

1056 

712 

0 

1 

iLu  1 

1 « 

Number-  inspected 

, 1 

105 

0 

4 

815 

604 

0 

A'll  diseases- 'except  j 
Tuberculosis  and  1 

Cysticercosis  | 

■ 

Whole  car  cases  oon-  j 
demned  1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

. 

1 

0 

Car  cases  of  which  | 

• 

some  part  or  organ  1 

was  condemned  j 

H 

H 

0 

0 

57 

31 

0 

Percentage  of  | 
Number  inspected  j 
affected  with  di-  j 
sease  other  than  I 
tuberculoais  and  j 
cysticercosis  j 

1 

IO.5/0 

0 

0 

7<fc 

5. If- 

0 

Tuberculosis  only 

V/hole  car  cases  con- 
demned 

0 

0 

0 

\ 

\ 0 

0 

0 

Car  cases  of  which 
some  part  or  whole 
was  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

27 

0 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
infected  with  T.B. 

0 

0 

0 

4.5/» 

0 

Cysticeroosis 

. 

Car  cases  of  which 

some  part  or  or  organ 
was  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Car  cases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrig- 
eration 

! 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

1 

0 

0 

° 

. i 

0 

0 

0 
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The  1st  January,  1962,  v/as  the  reoommended  date  for 
all  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  to  comply  with  the 
standards  as  laid  dovm  by  the  Slaughterhouses  Act.  Of  the 
three  existing  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  only  one  is 
capable  of  complying  with  the  new  standards  and  this  will, 
therefore,  be  the  only  slaughterhouse  likely  to  be  operating 
within  the  Borough  in  future. 


INSPECTION  OP  OTHER  POOPS. 


The  following  quantities  of  food  were  condemned  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption  in  1961 

PREPAREP  ANP  COOKED  MEATS.  ’ 

Ham.  41bs 

Jellied  Veal  51bs 

Pork  Luncheon  Meats  lllbs 


OAmiED  AIJI)  POTTED  POODS. 


Pish 

Vegetables 

Pruit 

Meat 

Milk 

Soup 

Coffee 

Sauce 

Syrup 


151bs  2oz 
1231bs 
3421bs  8oz 
3261bs 
51bs  8oz 
271bs  14  oz 
31bs 
, 21bs 
71b  s 


OTHER  POODS. 


Rice 

Cheese,  Cheese  Spread  Etc. 

Cereals 

Macaroni . 

Biscuits 

Confectionery 

Lard 


171bs 
, lllbs 
41bs  8oz 
31bs 

lllbs  6oz 

231bs 

2ilbs 


Condemned  food  is  transported  to  the  refuse  tip  and  is 
disposed  of  by  deep  burying. 


ICE  CREAM. 

An  additional  three  premises  were  registered  for  the 
sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream  in  1961.  The  total  number 
of  registered  premises  in  the  town  is  now  68. 


\ 


15. 

SECTION  P. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES . 


The  following  notifications  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  were  received  during  the  years - 


Measles  128 

Scarlet  Fever  4 

Whooping  Cough  1 

Turherculosis  (Respiratory)  1 

" (Non-Respiratory)  5 


137 


Apart  from  Measles  which  was  privalent  among  the 
child  population  during  the  second  and  third  quarters  of 
the  year,  the  incidence  of  the  notifiable  infections  diseases 
in  the  town  was  very  low. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  table  below  gives  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on 
the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  close  of  1961  and  the  change 
which  oc cured  during  the  year. 


■ ' ■ ■ ' ■ I.  > 1 - 1-.., 

1 

Respiratory 

Tuberculosis 

1 

Added  to 
Register,  1961 

Removed  from 
Register,  1961 

Total  No.  or 
Register  at 
31.12.61 

New  Oases 

Transfers 

In 

« 

Cured 

Died!  Transfers 
f Out 

Male 

1 

2 

1 

H 



o 

31 

Female 

0 

3 

1 

o 

o 

27 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Tuberculosis 

Added  to 
Register,  1961 

Removed  from 
Register,  1961 

Total  No.  or 
Register  at 
31.12.61 

New  Cases 

Transfers 

In 

Cured 

Died 

Transfers 

Male 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Female 

1 1 
i 

0 

1 

0 



1 



9 

\ 
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PRESCRIBED  PARTICUMRS  ON  TEE  ADMINISTRATION 
OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 

1,  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  hy  Public  Health  Inspectors), 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspect- 

ions 

Number 

of 

written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecute 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1-4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local 

Authorities . 

7 

7 

2 

NIL 

Factories  not 
included  in  first 
paragraph  in  which 
Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority . 

45 

53 

. 

8 

NIL 

Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers' premises) 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

j Total 

1 

i 

52 

— 

60 

— 

10 

NIL 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found.  (if  defects  are 

discovered  at  the  premises  on-two,  three  or  more  separate 
occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 
"cases") 


Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were  found 

Number  oi 
cases  in 
which  prc 

Particulars 

'-i 

Referred 

secutions 
were  in- 
stituted 

Pound 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

to  H.M. 
Inspect 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

Want  of  clean- 
liness (S.l) 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

NIL 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

11 


(Table  2 continued) 


1- 

■ 2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Unreasonable  temp- 
erature (S,3) 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Inadequate  vent- 
ilation (S.  4) 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Sanitary  Con- 
veniences (S.7) 

a.  Insufficient 

b.  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

c.  Not  separaije 
for  sexes 

NIL 

9 

1 

NIL 

9 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

2 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

• NIL 

Other  offences 
against  the 

Act  (not  in- 
cluding offences 
relating  to  Out- 
work) 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Total 

10 

— 

10 

— 

NIL 



2 

NIL 

PART  Vll  OF  THE  ACT  - OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  & 111) 


Nature  of  Y^ork 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 
by  Sec. 
110  (1) 
(c) 

No  of 
cases 
of  de- 
fault 
in  send- 
ing list 
to  the 
Council 

No . of 
prose- 
cutions 
for 

failure 
to  • 
supply 
lists 

No . of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 

premises 

Notices 

Served 

r'  ■ ■ ■ 

Prose- 

cutions 

Wearing  (Mark- 
ing Apparel, 

1 

. 

etc . 

's.  _ 

- f 


Wv-* 


I 


J- 


